THE HOLE:

EXCAVATE A PIT WHICH IS AT LEAST TWICE THE DIAMETER OF
THE ROOTBALL AND THE SAME DEPTH—NO DEEPER. HANDLE
THE TREE BY THE ROOTBALL, NOT THE TRUNK. BE SURE THE
ROOTBALL OR CONTAINER SOIL RESTS ON SOLID GROUND. FOR
THE BEST ROOT DEVELOPMENT, ENLARGE THE PLANTING AREA
BY REMOVING EXISTING TURF, THEN SPADING OR TILLING SOIL
IN A WIDE RING.

CAREFULLY CUT TWINE WRAPPED AROUND THE STEM AT THE
TOP OF THE ROOTBALL. REMOVE THE BURLAP FROM THE TOP
OF THE ROOTBALL TO PREVENT WICKING OF MOISTURE FROM
THE SOIL. REMOVE COMPLETELY ANY PLASTIC BURLAP OR
CONTAINER.

BACKFILL SOIL:

BACKFILL THE PIT WITH CHOPPED EXCAVATED SOIL. USE LOCAL
TOPSOIL FOR BACKFILL IF EXCAVATED SOIL IS OF POOR
QUALITY. DISCARD ROCKS AND DEBRIS.

WATER:
SATURATE THE ENTIRE BACKFILLED SOIL WITH WATER. ADD MORE
SOIL IF NEEDED TO COMPENSATE FOR SETTLING.

MULCH:

COVER SMOOTHED SOIL WITH 3 INCHES OF WOOD OR BARK
CHIPS. LEAVE A SMALL GAP NEAR THE TRUNK. KEEP MULCH
WEEDED. REPLACE AS NEEDED.

PRUNING:

REMOVE ONLY BROKEN OR BADLY DEFORMED BRANCHES. BEGIN
A REGULAR PRUNING PROGRAM THE SECOND OR THIRD YEAR
AFTER PLANTING.

THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES ARE OPTIONAL:

STAKES: STAKES (OPTIONAL)
STAKES MAY BE USED TO PREVENT SHIFTING OF THE ROOTBALL e

OR TO PROTECT THE STEM FROM MOWING EQUIPMENT. DRIVE
ONE OR MORE STAKES NEAR THE TREE BUT NOT THROUGH THE
ROOTS.

TIES: — TIES (OPTIONAL)
IF TIES ARE USED TO PREVENT SHIFTING, PLACE THEM LOW ON
THE STEM WITH SLACK IN THE TIE MATERIAL. WIRES SHOULD BE

PLACED THROUGH TUBING OR HOSE SECTIONS TO PREVENT

DAMAGE TO THE BARK. FLEXIBLE PLASTIC TIES ARE AVAILABLE.

REMOVE TIES AS SOON AS THE TREE CAN STAND ALONE ABOUT A
3 MONTHS, OR LONGER IF NEEDED.

TRUNK WRAP:

TRUNK WRAPPING MAY HELP TO PREVENT DAMAGE FROM SUN
EXPOSURE. USE A STRETCHABLE WRAPPING MATERIAL. DO
NOT ALLOW WRAP OR BINDING TO CONSTRICT THE STEM.
REMOVE WRAP DURING MILD WEATHER.

MULCH

BACKFILL SOIL
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